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A special task Force appointed by Secretary Jobhn Bewick of the Executive Office
of Envirommental AFFadirs and charged with coordinating the oleanup of New Bedford
Harbor has proposed a comprehensive $3.4 mi1Tion budget dhﬂ figned to fully analyize
the harbor's polychlorinated biphenyl (PCE) uontmwﬁrmﬂfﬂmn|wmub]&m and caeterming
cleanup options.,  The study also includes a plan for monitoring the area during
claanup and post-cleanup effectiveness activities.

The detadled package dnvalving both public and private agencies would docu-
mant the effects of PCBs on human health, marine Tife , and the anvironment. It
also provides for the Department of Envivormental Quality Enginesring (DEQE) €
develop & costeeffective cleanup program for the harbor and sections of Buzzards
Hay.

DEOE Commissioner Anthony D. Cortese, and New Badford Kep. Roger R, Goyette,
along with members of the Task Force are currently examining variows funding sources
for this part of the project.

"We're vigorously seeking Finances for these studies, which are essential to
the overall cleanup effort,” Cortese sadd. "There are simply Loo many  unanswered
guestions concerning the long-term effects of PCB contamination in that area. N so,
with a project of this magnitude we want to aveicd unnecessary expenditures by know-

ing up-Ffront just how much dredging mast be done,” =MORE -
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Aecording to a preliminary estimate by Malcolm Pirnie Inc., a private con-
sulting fivm, it would cost approximately $L30 milTion to remove 90% of the con-
Laminated sediments From the harbor area. This estimate could be pared down if

research results determine that a Jess ambitiouws dred

ging project would suffi-

ciently clean the harbor,

Cne proposed study by the Wood's Hole Oceanographic Institute and the Massa-
chusetts DﬁvﬁﬁﬁcWIthIWurinm Fisheries would fdentify the extent of PCBs in the
seciment.,  "This information would be the key to the actual cost of dredging
the harbor," Cortese said,

These two agencies have also proposed to study shellfish and Finfish to
detarmine the degree of contamination, as well as analyze Tobsters moved from
contaminated waters to c¢lean waters to examing the depuration process (when
shallfish ¢leanse themselves of bacterfa or any other toxic substance potentially
harmful to humans). In addition, they want to test the harbor for heavy metsl
content, determine PCB Tevels dn water and afr samples, and define the water
flow betwaen the outer harbor and Buzzard's Bay,

The Department of PubTic Haalth hopes to document the Tong-term health
effects on people who ate conteaminated seafood years before PCBs weare discoverad,
The agency wants to collect mortality data searching for cancer-ralated deaths,
and compare the rate of miscarrfages, neonatal deaths, congenital defects anc
birth weights between New Bedford and Fall River,

This package also outTined a proposed enforcement plan for the harbor area
conductad by the Division of Law Enforcement, as well as the appointment of &
Tocal coordinator to work with the Tegislature, and city and state envirormenta

Groups.
MORE -
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The special Task Force appointed in July, 1981, is headed by DEQE and
includes representatives from the Divison of Marine Fisheries, Department of
Public Health, Executive OfFice of Copstal Lone Management, U.5. Envirommental
Protection Agency, Department of Environmenta’l Management, and Che Wood's Hole
Deeanographic Institute,

Portions of New Bedford Harbor have bean closed to Tobster and ¢ommercial
fishing since 1977 after Yobster and finfish samples showed PCBs in excess of
F.0LA standards, (PCBs are a mixture of synthetic organic chemicals, identifiec
as a danger to human bealth, wsed v manufacturing electrical equipment.)

I 1981, DEQE nominated the harbor for the EPA's Superfund pragram which
provides federal assistance for the cleanup of hazardous waste sites.  "Though
Mew Bedford Harbor has not received Superfund assistance to date, it is still

a top-priority problem that must be resolved,” Cortese said,
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